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If you’ve been injured in an accident or due to negligence and don’t 
have health insurance, figuring out how to pay for medical care can feel 
overwhelming. Fortunately, Washington State offers several programs 
and resources to help cover your medical bills and support your recovery.

This guide provides a detailed overview of options available to uninsured 
accident victims so you can focus on healing instead of financial worries.

Medical Liens and Payment Options for Uninsured 
Accident Victims

If you’re pursuing a personal injury claim against an at-fault party and 
don’t have health insurance, some medical providers may agree to delay 
payment until you receive a settlement or judgment. This process often 
involves medical liens.

How Medical Liens Work

A medical lien allows healthcare providers to treat you immediately and 
defer payment until you receive compensation from a settlement or court 
judgment. This enables accident victims to access care without upfront 
medical costs. However, once you receive compensation, part of your 
settlement will be used to satisfy the lien, meaning you’ll need to set aside 
some of your recovery for medical expenses.

Third-Party Liens

Some providers may ask you to sign a letter of guarantee, confirming that 
they will be reimbursed from any future settlement. This is another way to 
ensure you receive care while deferring payment until your case is resolved.

Negotiating Medical Liens

Personal injury attorneys often negotiate with healthcare providers to 
reduce the amount of the lien. Providers may accept less than the full 
amount, especially if the settlement does not fully cover both medical 
bills and other damages. This negotiation can help reduce your financial 
burden and allow you to retain more of your settlement.
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Charity Care for Accident Victims

Washington’s charity care law helps individuals who are uninsured or 
low-income pay for hospital care. If your income is at or below 200% of 
the federal poverty level (FPL), you may be eligible for free hospital care. 
Hospitals may also offer discounts on medical bills to individuals with 
incomes up to 400% FPL.

Who Qualifies for Charity Care?

Anyone, regardless of insurance status, age, or citizenship, can qualify for 
charity care if they meet the income guidelines. Hospitals are required to 
assess your eligibility for charity care before pursuing any payment.

How to Apply for Charity Care

Gather proof of income, residency, and medical expenses and contact the 
hospital’s billing department to inquire about their charity care program. 
You can also review charity care policies and fee schedules online through 
the Washington State Department of Health here.
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Health Insurance for Uninsured 
Accident Victims

If you’ve been injured in an accident 
and are uninsured, you may still be able 
to get affordable health insurance that 
covers your medical bills. Washington 
residents can apply for coverage through 
Washington  Healthplanfinder, which 
offers two key options:

Apple Health (Medicaid):

Apple Health provides free or low-cost health coverage based on your 
income. Even if you were uninsured at the time of the accident, you may 
qualify for retroactive coverage through Apple Health. This can help pay 
for medical bills incurred up to three months prior to your application date, 
allowing you to cover expenses related to your injury even if you weren’t 
enrolled at the time of treatment.

Qualified Health Plans:

If you’re not eligible for Apple Health, Washington Healthplanfinder 
also offers Qualified Health Plans, which are private insurance plans 
with subsidies to help lower premiums. Although these plans don’t offer 
retroactive coverage, enrolling as soon as possible can help reduce future 
medical costs.

It’s important to explore your options as soon as possible, especially if 
you’re dealing with accident-related medical bills. However, these plans 
are subject to an open enrollment period, unless you have a life event 
that qualifies for a special enrollment period. You can visit Washington 
Healthplanfinder to see what plans are available or get assistance from 
a health insurance navigator to help with the application process and 

retroactive coverage eligibility.
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Free and Low-Cost Medical Care

If you’re an uninsured accident victim needing non-emergency medical 
care, there are free and low-cost clinics throughout Washington that 
can help:

	` Community Health Centers (CHCs): These clinics provide 
primary care, urgent care, and follow-up visits for accident-
related injuries on a sliding fee scale based on your income.

	` Health Care for the Homeless Network: In King County, unin-
sured individuals who are homeless or at risk of homelessness 
can receive free medical care.

You can find a free or low-cost clinic near you by using the Health Resources 
and Services Administration’s tool here.

Sliding Scale Clinics and Mental Health Providers

If you’re in need of affordable medical or mental health care, many 
providers offer services on a sliding fee scale based on your income. 
Here are some resources in Washington State:

	` Sea Mar Community Health Centers: Offers comprehensive 
health services, including medical, dental, and mental health 
care across Washington State.

	` Neighborcare Health: Provides medical and mental health 
services to low-income residents, regardless of insurance 
status.

	` Project Access Northwest: Connects low-income, uninsured 
patients with donated specialty medical care in Washington 
State.

These clinics and services can help you access essential care even if you 
don’t have insurance or the means to pay upfront.
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Personal Injury Protection (PIP) for Car Accident Victims

If your injury occurred in a vehicle accident, you might have Personal Injury 
Protection (PIP) coverage through your auto insurance. PIP is a no-fault 
insurance that covers up to $10,000 for medical bills, hospital expenses, 
and lost wages.

What Does PIP Cover?

�	 Medical treatment and hospital bills.

�	 Lost wages if your injuries prevent you from working.

�	 Essential services like housekeeping and childcare if 
you’re unable to perform those tasks due to your injuries.

Be sure to check your auto insurance policy to see if you have PIP coverage 
and what it includes.

Veterans’ Benefits for Accident Victims

If you’re a veteran injured in an accident and don’t have health insurance, 
you may qualify for VA health care benefits:
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	` VA Health Care: Veterans can access free or low-cost 
medical care through the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA), even if they don’t have private insurance. Learn more 
about eligibility and services at va.gov/health-care.

	` Veterans Assistance Programs: Organizations like the 
American Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) may 
also offer emergency financial aid or support to veterans 
facing medical and financial challenges after an accident.

For veterans, accessing these benefits can provide crucial help with 

medical expenses and ongoing care after an injury. For additional re-
sources, visit our Veteran and First Responder Resource Guide here.

Prescription Assistance Programs

For uninsured individuals who need prescription medications after an 
accident, Washington offers several assistance programs:

	` Washington Prescription Drug Program: A free discount 
card is available to help reduce the cost of prescriptions at 
participating pharmacies.

	` Patient Assistance Programs (PAPs): Many pharmaceutical 
companies provide discounted or free medications for low-
income patients without insurance.

Managing the cost of prescriptions can be challenging, but several 
programs can help reduce or eliminate these expenses:

	` NeedyMeds: Provides information on patient assistance 
programs and offers a free prescription savings card.

	` RxAssist: Offers a comprehensive directory of pharmaceutical 
company programs that provide free or low-cost medications 
to uninsured patients.
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	` GoodRx: A widely used service that offers prescription 
discounts at local pharmacies, helping you find the lowest 
price on essential medications.

These programs can be a crucial resource for managing ongoing treat-
ment and recovery costs after an injury.

Mental Health Resources for Accident Victims

Accidents can take an emotional toll as well as a physical one. If you need 
mental health care but don’t have insurance, there are resources availa-
ble to help:

	` Crisis Connections: Offers free, confidential crisis interven-
tion and emotional support. Call 1-866-427-4747 or visit 
crisisconnections.org.

	` National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Washington: NAMI 
Washington provides support, education, and advocacy for 
individuals dealing with mental health issues. They offer peer 
support groups, educational resources, and can connect 
adults to affordable mental health care providers. Learn 
more at namiwa.org.
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Mental health support can be a key part of recovery, and these services 
can help accident victims manage stress, anxiety, or trauma without 
worrying about the costs.

Negotiating Medical Bills

Even if you don’t qualify for charity care or health insurance, there are 
ways to reduce your medical bills through negotiation. Here’s how:

	` Request an Itemized Bill: Ensure all charges are accurate 
and look for any errors or services you didn’t receive.

	` Contact the Billing Department: Many hospitals and medical 
providers are open to negotiating bills. You may be able to 
set up a payment plan or even receive a discount if you 
explain your financial situation.

	` Seek Professional Help: Organizations like the Patient 
Advocate Foundation specialize in negotiating hospital bills. 
They can often secure a reduction in charges, especially for 
uninsured accident victims.

Learning how to negotiate your medical bills can ease the financial burden 
and help prevent bills from going to collections.

Emergency Financial Assistance for Accident Victims

If you’re an accident victim without health insurance and are struggling 
to pay for essential living expenses, Washington State offers several 
programs:

	` Diversion Cash Assistance (DCA): This program, run by the 
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), provides 
short-term financial help to families facing emergencies, 
including medical emergencies.

You can also call 2-1-1 or visit Washington 2-1-1 to connect with other 
forms of emergency aid, such as housing assistance and utility relief.
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Legal Help for Accident Victims

Navigating medical bills and legal claims can be complex, especially 
if you’re dealing with a serious injury. At Ron Meyers & Associates, we 
help accident victims obtain compensation for their injuries and manage 
medical expenses.

	` No Upfront Legal Fees: We offer contingency-based 
representation, which means you won’t pay any legal fees 
unless we win a settlement or judgment for you.

If you’re an accident victim without insurance, contact Ron Meyers & 
Associates for a free consultation. We’ll guide you through your options 
and help you secure the compensation and medical care you deserve.

Legal Rights and Protections for Uninsured Accident Victims 
Washington State Laws Protecting Patients

Under both state and federal laws, hospitals are required to provide 
medical care to all patients, regardless of their ability to pay or their 
insurance status. Here are key protections for accident victims:

	` Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA): This 
federal law requires hospitals to treat and stabilize patients 
in an emergency room, regardless of their insurance status or 
ability to pay. The law ensures that accident victims receive 
necessary emergency medical treatment before any payment 
or insurance inquiries are made.

	` Washington State Charity Care Law: Hospitals in Washington 
are required to offer charity care to uninsured or low-income 
patients, and they must assess a patient’s eligibility before 
seeking payment or pursuing aggressive collections. This law 
helps protect uninsured accident victims from overwhelming 
medical bills by offering free or reduced-cost care if they 
meet certain income requirements. Always ask the hospital 
about charity care options, and remember they cannot deny 
you emergency treatment due to your financial situation.
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Get Help Today

If you or a loved one have been injured in an accident and don’t have 
insurance, navigating medical bills and legal issues can be challenging. 
Ron Meyers & Associates is here to help you understand your rights and 
guide you through the process of securing compensation and accessing 
the medical care you need.

We offer a free consultation to discuss your case, answer any questions, 
and explore your options, including strategies to handle medical bills 
and pursue compensation from the at-fault party. Our firm works on a 
contingency fee basis, meaning you don’t pay any legal fees unless we 
successfully recover compensation for you.

Time is critical in personal injury cases, as acting quickly can improve your 
chances of receiving the compensation you deserve. Contact Ron Meyers 
& Associates today to learn how we can help you take control of your 
recovery and financial future.

FAQs and Common Concerns

Can I still get medical treatment if I don’t have insurance?

Yes, you are entitled to emergency medical care even if you don’t have 
insurance. Under the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act 
(EMTALA), hospitals are legally required to treat and stabilize you if you 
present with an emergency condition, regardless of your ability to pay.

	` For non-emergency care, many hospitals and clinics offer 
charity care programs or sliding-scale fees based on your 
income. Be sure to ask about these programs when seeking 
medical attention.

	` Consider visiting community health centers (CHCs), which 
provide low-cost care on a sliding scale, including follow-up 
care after an accident. You can find a nearby clinic using 
the HRSA tool.
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How do I handle bill collectors after a hospital visit?

If you start receiving calls from bill collectors after an accident, follow 
these steps:

�	 Review Your Bill for Errors: Ensure all charges are correct and 
that you’re not being billed for services you didn’t receive.

�	 Ask About Charity Care: Washington hospitals are required 
to assess your eligibility for charity care before aggressively 
pursuing collections. Request information about charity care 
if the hospital hasn’t already discussed it with you.

�	 Negotiate Your Bill: Contact the billing department and see if 
they’re open to reducing your bill or setting up an affordable 
payment plan. Many hospitals are willing to negotiate or offer 
discounts for uninsured patients.

�	 Request Verification from Collectors: If you receive com-
munication from a collections agency, ask them to provide 
verification of the debt before making any payments. This 
gives you time to review and dispute any errors.

12



If you’re still unable to manage your bills, consult with a personal injury 
attorney to discuss your options for handling medical liens and debts 
related to the accident.

What are the risks of medical liens in personal injury cases?

Medical liens can allow you to receive treatment without upfront costs, 
but there are some important considerations:

	` Reduced Settlement: When you settle your personal injury 
case, part of your compensation will be used to pay off the 
medical lien. This means you’ll have less money available for 
other expenses.

	` Complex Negotiations: Depending on the size of your 
settlement, your personal injury attorney may need to 
negotiate with medical providers to reduce the lien. 
Providers might agree to take less than the full amount, but 
this negotiation can be time-consuming.

	` Lien Priority: Liens are often prioritized, meaning they will 
be paid before you receive any portion of your settlement. 
If your settlement is smaller than anticipated, the lien could 
consume most of the funds.

Work closely with your attorney to ensure any liens are handled appro-
priately and covered in your settlement to avoid unexpected financial 
obligations.

How long do I have to file a personal injury claim in 
Washington?

In Washington State, the statute of limitations for filing a personal injury 

claim is three years from the date of the accident. This means you must 
file your claim within this time frame, or you may lose your right to pursue 
compensation. Acting sooner rather than later can strengthen your case, 
as evidence and witness testimony are often easier to gather soon after 
the accident.
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What is the process for filing a personal injury claim?

Filing a personal injury claim involves several key steps:

�	 Consult an Attorney: Meet with a personal injury lawyer to 
discuss your case. Most personal injury attorneys offer a free 
consultation and work on a contingency fee basis.

�	 Gather Evidence: This includes medical records, witness 
statements, accident reports, and any other documentation 
of the incident.

�	 File the Claim: Your attorney will file the claim with the court 
or submit a demand letter to the insurance company of the 
at-fault party.

�	 Negotiations and Settlement: Often, personal injury claims 
are settled through negotiations with the insurance company. 
If no settlement is reached, your case may go to trial.
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Your attorney will guide you through the process, ensuring your rights are 
protected and working to secure the maximum compensation possible.

How can I lower my medical bills after an accident?

If you’re facing large medical bills, there are several strategies you can use 
to reduce your financial burden:

	` Negotiate Directly: Hospitals and providers are often 
open to negotiating medical bills, especially for uninsured 
patients. Ask for a discount or set up a payment plan that 
fits your financial situation.

	` Apply for Charity Care: In Washington State, you may qualify 
for charity care if your income falls below a certain threshold. 
This can result in significant reductions in your hospital bills.

	` Seek Assistance from Nonprofits: Nonprofit organizations 
like the Patient Advocate Foundation can help negotiate 
bills on your behalf, especially if your medical bills are 
overwhelming.

How do personal injury attorneys help uninsured 
accident victims?

Personal injury attorneys are instrumental in helping uninsured accident 
victims manage medical bills and pursue compensation. Here’s how they 
can assist:

	` Negotiate Medical Liens: Attorneys can work with healthcare 
providers to negotiate liens and reduce the amount you owe 
after your case is settled.

	` Maximize Compensation: Attorneys will work to ensure you 
receive the maximum compensation for your injuries, including 
medical expenses, lost wages, and pain and suffering.

	` No Upfront Fees: Personal injury attorneys typically work on a 
contingency fee basis, meaning you won’t pay any legal fees 
unless they recover compensation for you.
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