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1.	 What is PIP Insurance?

Understanding the Importance of PIP: 
Auto Accidents in Washington State

As personal injury attorneys serving Washington State, we understand how 
essential insurance coverage is in protecting you and your family from the 
financial burden that often follows an auto accident. Among the various 
types of auto insurance, Personal Injury Protection (PIP) stands out as one 
of the most important for Washington drivers. PIP is specifically designed 
to offer immediate financial relief for medical expenses, lost wages, and 
essential services, regardless of who is at fault in the accident.

PIP insurance helps by providing immediate access to funds for medical 
treatment and other accident-related expenses. Rather than waiting 
for fault to be determined and/or for a liability claim to be processed, 
PIP ensures that you can receive the care and financial support you 
need right away, allowing you to focus on your recovery without the 
added stress of unpaid bills.

For all drivers, PIP serves as an invaluable safety net. It bridges the gap 
between the moment of the accident and the eventual resolution of 
fault, offering the immediate support needed during this uncertain time. 
PIP ensures you can maintain stability while navigating the aftermath of 
an accident.

Why This Guide is Essential for Washington Drivers

Navigating the complexities of auto insurance, especially understanding 
PIP coverage, can be overwhelming. Many drivers are unaware of the 
full scope of their PIP benefits, how to effectively use them after an 
accident, or how PIP interacts with other types of insurance coverage. 
Misconceptions about what PIP covers can lead to missed opportunities 
for financial support when it’s needed most.

This comprehensive guide is designed to demystify PIP insurance by of-
fering clear, detailed information on its benefits, requirements, and limi-
tations. Our goal is to help you understand how PIP fits into Washington’s 
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legal framework and ensure that you’re equipped to make informed de-
cisions about your coverage, both before and after an accident.

At Ron Meyers and Associates, we are committed to empowering you 
with the knowledge necessary to safeguard your financial well-being 
and protect your family. Whether you’re dealing with the aftermath of 
an accident or are simply planning for the future, understanding how PIP 
works can be critical to ensuring that you and your loved ones are fully 
protected in times of need.

This guide will cover the key aspects of PIP insurance, including:

	` What PIP Insurance Covers: A breakdown of medical ex-
penses, lost wages, funeral costs, and essential services 
that PIP covers.

	` How PIP Works in Washington: An explanation of Washington 
State’s specific PIP requirements and how PIP coverage inter-
acts with other types of insurance, such as health and liability 
insurance.

	` Filing a PIP Claim: Step-by-step instructions on how to file 
a  claim successfully, including what documentation you’ll 
need and common pitfalls to avoid.

	` Limitations and Exclusions: Information on what PIP does 
not cover and tips on how to navigate these exclusions.

	` Common Misconceptions: Clarifying the key differences be-
tween PIP and other forms of auto insurance coverage.

By the end of this guide, you will have a comprehensive understanding 
of how PIP insurance works in Washington State, the protections it offers, 

and how Ron Meyers and Associates can help you maximize your benefits 
and ensure your rights are fully protected.

If you have any questions or need personalized assistance with a PIP 
claim, our experienced team is here to help. We invite you to explore this 
guide and reach out to us for advice tailored to your specific situation.
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2.	What is Personal Injury Protection (PIP)?

Definition of PIP Insurance

Personal Injury Protection (PIP) insurance is a specialized form of auto 
insurance designed to provide immediate financial assistance to 
individuals injured in car accidents, regardless of fault. Unlike traditional 
liability insurance, which only compensates after fault is determined, PIP 
offers benefits immediately, covering medical expenses, lost wages, and 
other necessary services. This makes PIP a crucial form of protection for 

drivers and passengers, ensuring that accident victims can access the funds 
needed for medical treatment and other essential costs without delays.

PIP is often referred to as “no-fault” coverage because it provides benefits 
regardless of who caused the accident. In Washington State, while PIP is 
not mandatory, it is automatically included in your auto insurance policy 
unless you choose to opt out in writing. This ensures that most drivers have 
at least some level of protection available in the event of an accident.

Key Features and Benefits

PIP insurance offers a broad range of benefits that provide vital financial 
support to individuals recovering from auto accidents. These benefits 
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are designed to alleviate the immediate financial pressures caused 
by injuries, allowing you to focus on healing without the burden of 
overwhelming expenses.

	` Medical Expenses Coverage: PIP covers a wide range of medical 
expenses related to injuries from a car accident including:

�	 Hospital bills, including emergency room visits.

�	 Doctor visits, surgeries, and follow-up care.

�	 Prescription medications needed for recovery.

�	 Rehabilitation costs, such as physical therapy 
or occupational therapy.

By covering these essential medical expenses, PIP ensures that you receive 
timely treatment, without worrying about upfront costs. PIP can also cover 
alternative medical treatments, such as chiropractic care and acupunc-
ture, which may not be fully covered by standard health insurance plans. 
This flexibility allows you to pursue the care that best supports your recovery.
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	` Lost Wages Reimbursement: If your injuries prevent you from 
working, PIP provides financial support by reimbursing lost 
wages. This is essential for maintaining your financial stability 
during recovery. Typically, PIP covers up to $200 per week in 
lost wages, with a maximum payout of $10,000. This benefit 
begins after you’ve been unable to work for 14 consecutive 
days and requires documentation from your employer and 
healthcare provider confirming your inability to work.

	` Funeral Expenses and Survivor Benefits: In the unfortunate 
event of a fatal accident, PIP can help cover funeral expenses, 
offering financial assistance to surviving family members. This 
benefit typically includes up to $2,000 for funeral costs, helping 
to ease the financial burden during an already difficult time.

	` Rehabilitation Costs and Essential Services: Recovery often 
requires ongoing rehabilitation, and PIP covers the costs of 
services that help you regain strength and function, such as 
physical therapy, occupational therapy, and other rehabili-
tation treatments.

3.	PIP Insurance in Washington State

Is PIP Required in Washington?

In Washington State, Personal Injury Protection (PIP) insurance is not 
mandatory, but it is automatically included in every auto insurance policy 
unless explicitly declined by the policyholder. Washington operates under 
a tort system, meaning that the driver at fault in an accident is typically 
responsible for covering the damages. However, PIP serves as a crucial 
safety net, providing immediate coverage for medical expenses and other 
costs without the need to determine fault.

Washington’s tort system contrasts with the no-fault insurance systems 
used in some other states. In a tort system, after an accident occurs, an 

investigation is typically conducted to determine which driver was at fault. 
This process can take time, during which injured parties might struggle 
to cover their medical bills and other accident-related expenses. PIP 
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eliminates this waiting period by offering immediate benefits, ensuring that 
you can access medical treatment and financial support without delay.

While PIP is not required by law, insurers in Washington must offer it to all 
motorists. If you choose to decline this coverage, you must do so in writing. 
It’s important to carefully consider this decision, as PIP can offer substantial 
benefits in the aftermath of an accident, particularly in the early stages 
when medical bills and other expenses begin to accumulate. Opting out 
of PIP might lower your insurance premiums slightly, but it could leave you 
exposed to significant out-of-pocket costs after an accident. For many 
drivers, the peace of mind provided by PIP coverage far outweighs the 
potential savings of opting out.

Minimum Coverage Requirements

In Washington, the minimum PIP coverage includes:

	` Medical Expenses: Up to $10,000 per person for medical 
and hospital bills. This includes all necessary medical 
treatments related to the accident, such as emergency 
room visits, surgeries, and follow-up care. The $10,000 limit 
applies individually to each person covered under the policy, 
ensuring that multiple injured parties can access adequate 
medical care.

	` Lost Wages: Up to $200 per week for income lost due to in-
jury, with a maximum payout of $10,000. This benefit is par-
ticularly valuable if your injuries prevent you from working, as 
it helps replace lost income and allows you to focus on your 
recovery. The weekly amount is designed to provide a basic 
level of financial stability, though it may not fully replace your 
usual earnings.

	` Funeral Expenses: Up to $2,000 for funeral and burial costs. In 
the unfortunate event of a fatal accident, this benefit helps 
cover the costs associated with funeral arrangements, burial, 
or cremation. This can be a critical support for families deal-
ing with the sudden loss of a loved one, helping to alleviate 
some of the financial stress during a difficult time.
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	` Loss of Services: Up to $200 per week, with a maximum pay-
out of $5,000, to cover essential services such as childcare, 
housekeeping, or other tasks that the injured person can 
no longer perform. This coverage is particularly beneficial 
for those who rely on their ability to perform daily tasks and 
maintain their household. It ensures that necessary services 
are still provided even if the injured person is temporarily un-
able to manage them.

You may also choose to purchase higher limits, up to $35,000 for medi-
cal expenses, to ensure more comprehensive coverage. These additional 
coverage options can be especially valuable if you or your family mem-
bers are involved in a serious accident  where medical expenses or lost 
income exceed the standard coverage amounts. Additionally, higher 
limits can help cover the costs of long-term rehabilitation or specialized 
medical treatments that might be necessary for a full recovery.
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4.	Who is Covered by PIP Insurance?

Policyholder and Immediate Household Members

PIP extends coverage not just to the policyholder but also to immedi-
ate members of their household. This includes spouses, children, and 
any other relatives living under the same roof. Whether the accident 
occurs while you’re driving your own car or as a passenger in another 
vehicle, your PIP benefits will be available to help cover medical ex-
penses and other costs.

For example, whether your spouse or 
child is injured in an accident while driv-
ing your insured vehicle or as a pas-
senger in another vehicle, they are still 
covered under your PIP policy. This com-
prehensive coverage ensures that your 
family members have access to neces-
sary medical care and financial support, 
regardless of the circumstances of the accident. It’s also important to note 
that this coverage extends to incidents where household members are 
injured as pedestrians, cyclists, or in other accidents involving a vehicle.

Step and Foster Children

Washington State’s PIP coverage is inclusive, providing protection for 
stepchildren and foster children who live in the policyholder’s household. 
This ensures that blended and foster families receive the same level of 
financial protection in the event of an auto accident, without the need for 
separate or additional policies.

This inclusivity reflects Washington’s commitment to ensuring that all 
children in a household are protected, regardless of their biological 
relationship to the policyholder, they are entitled to the same PIP ben-
efits as any other covered family member. Foster children, who might 
already be in vulnerable situations, are also afforded this protection, 
ensuring that they have access to necessary medical care and finan-
cial support in the event of an accident.
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Non-Family Passengers

PIP coverage also extends to non-family passengers riding in the insured 
vehicle at the time of an accident. This means that friends, colleagues, 
or other passengers can access your PIP benefits if they are injured while 
riding in your car. This broad coverage helps ensure that everyone in the 
vehicle is protected, regardless of their relationship to the policyholder.

For instance, if you’re carpooling with coworkers or giving a ride to a 
friend, and an accident occurs, your PIP insurance will cover their medi-
cal expenses and other related costs. This provision is particularly valu-
able in situations where multiple passengers are involved, as it ensures 
that each person has access to immediate financial support for their 
injuries. PIP insurance is comprehensive and designed to provide pro-
tection to all occupants of the vehicle, regardless of their connection 
to the policyholder.

Pedestrians Involved in Accidents

If a pedestrian is injured in an accident involving your vehicle, your PIP 
insurance can cover their medical expenses. This coverage applies 
whether the pedestrian is struck by your car or another vehicle insured 
under your policy. This aspect of PIP provides critical financial support 
to pedestrians who may face significant medical bills and recovery 
costs following an accident.

Pedestrians are particularly vulnerable in traffic accidents, often suffering 
serious injuries that require extensive medical treatment. PIP coverage 
ensures that these individuals can access the necessary care without the 
delays associated with determining fault or pursuing liability claims. This 
immediate support is vital in ensuring that injured pedestrians receive 
timely medical attention, which can be crucial for their recovery.

Moreover, PIP coverage for pedestrians reflects a broader principle of 
responsibility, recognizing that drivers have a duty to ensure the safety of 
others on the road. By covering pedestrians under PIP, Washington State 
law provides a safety net that helps mitigate the potentially devastating 
financial impact of pedestrian accidents.
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5.	Understanding PIP Coverage in Washington State

Medical Costs

PIP primarily covers medical expenses resulting from injuries sustained 
in an auto accident. These expenses can include:

	` Hospital Bills: Costs for emergency room visits, hospital 
stays, and surgeries. This coverage ensures that you 
receive immediate and necessary medical treatment 
without worrying about how to pay for it. Whether you 
require emergency surgery, extended hospitalization, or 
specialized care, PIP helps cover these significant expenses.

	` Doctor Visits: Payments for consultations, follow-ups, and 
specialist visits. These visits are often necessary for ongoing 
care and recovery, ensuring that you receive the attention 
and treatment needed to fully recover from your injuries. 
PIP coverage extends to various medical professionals, 
including general practitioners, specialists, and alternative 
care providers, depending on the policy.

	` Prescription Medications: Coverage for medications 
prescribed as part of your treatment. This includes pain 
relievers, antibiotics, and any other drugs necessary for your 
recovery. PIP coverage can also extend to over-the-counter 
medications recommended by your healthcare provider, as 
well as medical supplies like bandages or crutches.

	` Rehabilitation: Costs for physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, and other rehabilitative services. Rehabilitation is 
often a critical component of recovery, helping you regain 
strength, mobility, and function after an injury. PIP ensures 
that these services are covered, allowing you to focus on 
your recovery without the burden of additional expenses.

Coverage is available up to the policy’s limit, typically starting at $10,000, 
with options to increase coverage up to $35,000. It’s important to evaluate 
your needs and consider opting for higher limits if you believe that the 
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standard coverage may not be sufficient, especially if your injuries require 
long-term care or specialized treatment.

Lost Wages

If your injuries prevent you from working, PIP provides wage reimbursement:

	` Eligibility: You must be unable to work for 14 consecutive 
days due to accident-related injuries. This waiting period 
is designed to confirm that your injuries are severe enough 
to impact your ability to work. Documentation from your 
employer and healthcare provider is required to verify your 
eligibility for this benefit.

	` Reimbursement Rate: PIP will cover up to $200 per week, 
with a maximum payout of $10,000. While this amount 
may not fully replace your lost income, it provides a crucial 
financial cushion that can help cover essential expenses 
while you recover. If your earnings exceed this amount, you 
may need to explore additional options, such as disability 
benefits or pursuing compensation through a liability claim.

	` Application Process: You’ll need to provide documentation 
from your employer and healthcare provider to verify 
your inability to work. This documentation should include 
detailed information about your injuries, the expected 
duration of your recovery, and the impact on your ability to 
perform your job duties. It’s also advisable to keep a record 
of any correspondence with your employer regarding your 
absence from work.

Loss of Services

PIP coverage includes compensation for essential services you’re unable 
to perform due to your injuries. This can include:

	` Childcare: Payments for professional childcare services 
if you’re unable to care for your children. This coverage is 
essential for parents who are temporarily unable to fulfill 
their caregiving responsibilities due to their injuries. Whether 
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you need to hire a babysitter, enroll your child in daycare, 
or arrange for other forms of childcare, PIP can help cover 
these costs.

	` Housekeeping: Coverage for hiring help to manage 
household chores. If your injuries prevent you from performing 
tasks such as cleaning, cooking, or laundry, PIP can cover 
the cost of hiring professional help. This ensures that your 
household continues to function smoothly while you focus 
on your recovery.

	` Other Essential Tasks: Compensation for other necessary 
services, such as transportation assistance. For instance, if 
you’re unable to drive due to your injuries, PIP can cover 
the cost of hiring a driver or using a ride-sharing service. 
This benefit helps maintain your independence and mobility 
during your recovery.

PIP typically provides up to $200 per week for these services, with 
a maximum payout of $5,000. This benefit is particularly valuable for 
those who rely on their ability to perform daily tasks and maintain their 
household. By covering these essential services, PIP helps you maintain 
your quality of life and ensures that your household continues to run 
smoothly while you recover.
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Funeral Expenses

In the unfortunate event of a fatal accident, PIP can help cover funeral 
and burial expenses. This benefit includes:

	` Coverage Amount: Up to $2,000 per person for funeral 
costs. This coverage helps ease the financial burden on 
your family during a difficult time, ensuring that they can 
focus on grieving and healing without the added stress of 
funeral expenses.

	` Application: The family of the deceased can file a claim to 
receive this benefit, helping to alleviate financial burdens 
during a difficult time. This process typically involves providing 
documentation of the death and related expenses, such as 
receipts from the funeral home and burial services.

PIP coverage ensures that even in the most tragic circumstances, finan-
cial support is available to help your loved ones through a difficult time.

6.	Limitations and Exclusions of PIP Insurance

Situations Where PIP May Not Apply

While PIP offers extensive coverage, there are certain situations where it 
may not apply:

	` Felony Activities: If the accident occurred while the insured 
was engaged in a felony, PIP coverage may be denied. 
This exclusion is designed to discourage reckless or illegal 
behavior and ensures that PIP benefits are only available to 
those who are acting within the law.

	` Specific Vehicles: PIP typically excludes coverage for ac-
cidents involving motorcycles, mopeds, or vehicles pri-
marily used for off-road or recreational purposes unless 
specifically included in the policy. If you regularly use such 
vehicles, it’s important to review your policy and consider 
purchasing additional coverage to protect yourself in the 
event of an accident.
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	` Racing Activities: Accidents occurring during any form 
of racing or speed contests are generally not covered by 
PIP. This exclusion applies to both organized racing events 
and informal speed contests, reflecting the increased risks 
associated with high-speed driving.

Understanding these exclusions is crucial in ensuring that you have 
adequate coverage for your specific needs. If your lifestyle or activities 
involve any of the situations mentioned above, it may be worth exploring 
additional insurance options to ensure you are fully protected.

Special Considerations for Specific Vehicles

For certain vehicles, such as motorcycles or recreational 
vehicles, PIP coverage may not be automatically included. 
Motorcyclists, for example, must purchase a separate PIP 
policy, which can be more costly. It’s important to review 
your policy carefully to ensure you have the necessary 
coverage for all vehicles you operate.

Motorcyclists, in particular, should be aware that the risks 
associated with riding a motorcycle often result in more 
severe injuries in the event of an accident. Given this 
increased risk, it may be wise to invest in higher PIP limits 
or additional medical coverage to ensure adequate 
protection. Similarly, if you frequently use off-road or 
recreational vehicles, consider purchasing specialized 
insurance that includes PIP-like benefits to cover any 
potential accidents.

Timing and Reporting Requirements

PIP coverage in Washington is available for up to three 
years following an accident. However, it’s crucial to:

	` Report the Accident Promptly: Delays in reporting can lead 
to claim denials, so it’s important to notify your insurance 
company as soon as possible after an accident. Prompt re-
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porting not only ensures that your claim is processed quickly 
but also helps prevent disputes about the validity of your 
claim. The longer you wait, the more difficult it may become 
to establish a clear connection between the accident and 
your injuries.

	` Keep Detailed Records: Maintain all relevant medical re-
cords, bills, and correspondence with your insurance com-
pany to support your claim and track your coverage us-
age. This documentation will be essential if you need to 
appeal a denied claim or seek additional benefits. It’s also 
advisable to keep a personal log of your recovery progress, 
noting any ongoing symptoms or complications that may 
arise after the initial treatment.

7.	 Filing a PIP Insurance Claim

Steps to Take After an Accident

Immediately after an accident, your priority should be to seek medical 
attention for any injuries. Once you are safe and have received necessary 
care, it’s important to start the PIP claim process as soon as possible to 
ensure timely access to benefits.

	` Notify Your Insurance Company: Contact your insurance 
provider to inform them of the accident and your intention 
to file a PIP claim. Your insurance card typically has a hot-
line number you can call to report the incident. Early notifi-
cation is crucial, as some insurance companies have strict 
timelines for reporting accidents and filing claims.

	` Document the Accident: Gather as much information as 
possible about the accident. This documentation, includ-
ing photographs of the scene, contact information of other 
drivers, witnesses, and a copy of the police report if appli-
cable, will be crucial in supporting your claim. Additionally, 
make detailed notes about the events leading up to the 
accident, your actions, and any conversations you had at 
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the scene. This information can be vital in clarifying circum-
stances and ensuring your account is accurate.

	` Complete a PIP Application: Your insurance company will 
provide you with a PIP application form, which you need to 
fill out and submit. This form will ask for details about the 
accident, your injuries, and any medical treatment received. 
It’s essential to fill out this form thoroughly and accurately, 
as any omissions or errors could delay the processing of your 
claim. Be sure to include all relevant medical documentation, 
such as hospital discharge papers, doctor’s notes, and 
receipts for prescriptions.

How to File a Claim

Filing a PIP claim involves several steps, which should be completed 
carefully to avoid delays or denials:

	` Submit Documentation: Provide your insurance company 
with all required documentation, including medical bills, 
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proof of lost wages, and receipts for any other accident-
related expenses. Be sure to keep copies of everything for 
your records. This documentation is critical in substantiating 
your claim and ensuring that you receive the benefits you’re 
entitled to. Include all relevant details, such as the dates of 
medical visits, the nature of the treatments received, and 
any ongoing care required.

	` Cooperate with Your Insurance Company: You may be 
asked to provide additional information, such as a recorded 
statement or authorization for your insurer to access your 
medical records. Cooperate with reasonable requests, but 
be cautious about providing unnecessary details that could 
be used against you. If you’re unsure about any request, 
consider consulting with an attorney. Your cooperation is 
essential, but it’s also important to protect your rights and 
ensure that your statements are accurate and consistent.

	` Follow Up Regularly: Keep in touch with your insurance 
company to monitor the status of your claim. If there are 
delays or if you encounter issues, don’t hesitate to seek 
legal advice to ensure your rights are protected. Regular 
follow-up can help prevent misunderstandings and ensure 
that your claim is processed in a timely manner. It’s also 
advisable to maintain a log of all communications with your 
insurer, including the dates and nature of any phone calls or 
correspondence.
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8.	PIP Insurance and Other Insurance Policies
Coordination with Health Insurance

PIP is designed to work alongside your health insurance, covering costs 
that your health plan might not fully address. For example:

	` No Deductibles or Copays: PIP can cover these out-of-
pocket expenses, ensuring that you receive necessary 
medical care without delay. This is particularly beneficial if 
your health insurance plan has high deductibles or copays, 
as PIP can help reduce or eliminate these costs.

	` Filling Gaps: PIP may cover treatments like physical therapy 
or alternative medicine that your health insurance might 
limit or exclude. This allows you to pursue the most effective 
treatment options for your recovery, regardless of the 
limitations of your health insurance plan. For instance, if 
your health insurance limits the number of physical therapy 
sessions covered, PIP can help cover the additional sessions 
needed for a full recovery.

Interaction with Liability Insurance

PIP is often the first line of coverage following an accident, but it doesn’t 
preclude pursuing additional compensation through liability insurance:

	` Immediate Relief: PIP provides quick access to funds for medical 
care and other expenses, regardless of fault. This immediate 
support is crucial for addressing urgent medical needs and 
ensuring that you can recover without financial stress.

	` Third-Party Claims: If another driver is at fault, you can 
still file a liability claim against their insurance to recover 
damages not covered by PIP, such as pain and suffering. 
While PIP covers many immediate expenses, it does not 
address non-economic damages like pain and suffering, 
emotional distress, or loss of enjoyment of life. Filing a third-
party liability claim allows you to seek compensation for 
these additional damages.
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Understanding how PIP interacts with other types of insurance is key to 

maximizing your recovery. By coordinating PIP benefits with liability claims 
and health insurance, you can ensure that all aspects of your medical and 
financial needs are addressed following an accident.

PIP vs. MedPay

While both PIP and MedPay provide coverage for medical expenses, there 
are key differences:

	` Scope of Coverage: MedPay typically covers only medical 
expenses, while PIP also includes lost wages, funeral 
expenses, and essential services. This makes PIP a more 
comprehensive form of coverage, offering broader financial 
protection in the event of an accident.

	` State Requirements: Unlike PIP, MedPay is not mandatory 
in Washington, and its coverage limits are generally lower. 
Choosing PIP over MedPay offers broader protection and 
more comprehensive benefits. MedPay may still be a useful 
supplement in certain situations, particularly if you have a 
high deductible health plan or if you’re looking for additional 
coverage beyond what PIP provides.

When deciding between PIP and MedPay, it’s important to consider your 
specific needs and financial situation. While PIP offers more extensive 
coverage, MedPay can be a valuable addition for those seeking extra 
protection or lower-cost options.
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9.	 Common Misconceptions About PIP
PIP vs. Liability Insurance

A common misconception is that PIP and liability insurance serve the same 
purpose. In reality:

	` PIP: Provides immediate coverage for your own medical 
expenses, lost wages, and other costs, regardless of fault. 
It’s designed to offer quick financial relief after an accident, 
allowing you to cover essential expenses while recovering.

	` Liability Insurance: Covers damages you may cause to 
others in an accident, including their medical expenses and 
property damage. Liability insurance is primarily concerned 
with protecting you from the financial consequences of 
being found at fault in an accident.

Understanding this distinction is crucial for ensuring that you have the 
right coverage for your needs. While PIP protects you and your passengers, 
liability insurance is focused on compensating others who may be injured 
or suffer property damage due to your actions.

Waiving PIP Coverage

Some drivers believe they don’t need PIP coverage if they have 
health insurance or because they assume they won’t be at fault in an 
accident. However:

	` Financial Protection: PIP offers broad protection that goes 
beyond medical bills, including lost wages and essential 
services, which health insurance may not cover. Without PIP, 
you could be left paying out-of-pocket for these expenses, 
even if you have health insurance.

	` Ease of Access: PIP benefits are available immediately after 
an accident, providing crucial financial support without 
waiting for fault to be determined. This immediate access 
to funds can make a significant difference in your ability to 
recover from an accident, particularly if you need urgent 
medical care or are unable to work.
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Opting out of PIP to save on premiums might seem like a good idea in 
the short term, but it could leave you financially vulnerable in the event 
of an accident.

PIP and Personal Injury Settlements

Another misconception is that having PIP insurance prevents you from 
pursuing additional compensation through a personal injury lawsuit. 
In fact:

	` Complementary Coverage: PIP provides quick access to 
funds, while a personal injury settlement can address long-
term needs, including pain and suffering, that PIP does not 
cover. PIP is designed to cover immediate, tangible costs, 
while a personal injury settlement can provide compensa-
tion for the broader impact of an accident on your life.

	` Legal Rights: Even with PIP, you retain the right to seek ad-
ditional compensation from the at-fault driver through a 
lawsuit, especially if your damages exceed your PIP limits. 
Pursuing a personal injury claim allows you to seek full com-
pensation for all your losses, including non-economic dam-
ages like pain and suffering.

Understanding how PIP interacts with other forms of compensation 
is essential for making informed decisions about your recovery and 
legal options.
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10.	 How Our Firm Can Help with PIP Claims

Navigating the Complexities of PIP

Filing a PIP claim can be complicated, particularly when dealing with 
insurance companies that may attempt to limit or deny your benefits. 
At Ron Meyers and Associates, we have extensive experience in helping 
clients navigate the PIP claims process. Our team can assist you in:

	` Understanding Your Coverage: We’ll help you interpret the 
specifics of your PIP policy and ensure that you are fully 
aware of your rights and entitlements. This includes review-
ing your policy documents, explaining the terms and con-
ditions, and advising you on the best course of action to 
maximize your benefits.

	` Maximizing Your Benefits: We work diligently to ensure that 
you receive the full extent of benefits available under your 
PIP coverage, including medical expenses, lost wages, and 
more. Our goal is to help you recover without the added 
stress of financial concerns, allowing you to focus on your 
health and well-being.

	` Assistance with Documentation: Our team will guide you 
through the process of gathering and submitting the nec-
essary documentation to support your claim. This includes 
medical records, wage statements, and other relevant doc-
uments that demonstrate your need for PIP benefits.

	` Appealing Denied Claims: If your PIP claim has been de-
nied, we can help you appeal the decision. Insurance com-
panies sometimes deny claims for reasons such as disputing 
the necessity of treatment or questioning the connection 
between the injury and the accident. We can assist in build-
ing a strong case to challenge these denials and secure the 
benefits you’re entitled to.
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Addressing Wrongful Denials

Unfortunately, it’s not uncommon for insurance companies to wrongfully 
deny PIP claims. Common reasons for denial include:

	` Questioning the Necessity of Treatment: Insurers may argue 
that certain medical treatments were unnecessary or unre-
lated to the accident. In these situations, our legal team can 
help you gather evidence to support your claim, including 
medical records, expert opinions, and other documentation 
that demonstrates the necessity of the treatment.

	` Disputing Coverage Eligibility: Your insurer might claim that 
you waived coverage or that your policy does not cover 
specific expenses. We can help you challenge wrongful de-
nials, gather supporting evidence, and advocate on your 
behalf to ensure your rights are protected. Our firm has a 
proven track record of successfully appealing denied claims 
and securing the benefits our clients are entitled to.

The Role of Legal Advocacy

Navigating insurance disputes on your own can be overwhelming, 
especially when recovering from an accident. Our firm provides the legal 
support needed to:

	` Negotiate with Insurers: We’ll handle communications with 
your insurance company to secure the benefits you’re en-
titled to. This includes negotiating settlements, resolving 
disputes, and ensuring that your claim is processed fairly 
and promptly.

	` Litigate When Necessary: If a fair resolution cannot be 
reached through negotiation, our experienced attorneys 
are prepared to take your case to court to pursue the com-
pensation you deserve. We are committed to fighting for 
your rights and ensuring that you receive the full benefits of 
your PIP coverage.

24



11.	Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What Does PIP Cover in Washington State?

PIP covers a range of expenses related to injuries sustained in an auto 
accident, including:

	` Medical Costs: Up to $10,000 for hospital bills, doctor visits, 
surgeries, and rehabilitation.

	` Lost Wages: Up to $200 per week, with a maximum payout 
of $10,000.

	` Funeral Expenses: Up to $2,000 for burial costs.

	` Loss of Services: Up to $5,000 for services like childcare and 
household chores.

These coverage limits can be increased if you choose to purchase higher 
levels of PIP insurance. Evaluating your specific needs and potential risks 
can help you determine whether additional coverage is necessary.

Do I Need PIP if I Have Health Insurance?

Yes, PIP can still be valuable even if you have health insurance because:

	` Broader Coverage: PIP covers lost wages and essential ser-
vices, which health insurance typically does not. Health in-
surance might cover your medical bills, but it won’t com-
pensate you for lost income or the cost of hiring help for 
household tasks.

	` Immediate Benefits: PIP provides immediate financial assis-
tance without the need to meet deductibles or pay copays. 
This can be particularly beneficial if your health insurance 
has high out-of-pocket costs, as PIP can help cover those 
expenses.

Even with comprehensive health insurance, PIP offers additional layers of 
protection that can be crucial in the aftermath of an accident.
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How Does PIP Coordinate with Other Insurance Policies?

PIP is often considered primary coverage after an accident, meaning it 
pays out before other insurance policies. If your PIP benefits are exhausted, 
you may then turn to your health insurance or file a liability claim against 
the at-fault driver for additional compensation.

This coordination ensures that you have multiple avenues of support, 
helping to cover all your expenses and minimize out-of-pocket costs. 
Understanding how these policies interact is key to maximizing your 
recovery and ensuring that you are fully compensated for your losses.

Can I Use PIP If I’m a Pedestrian or Cyclist?

Yes, PIP coverage applies even if you are injured as a pedestrian or cyclist 
in an accident involving a motor vehicle. Your PIP insurance can cover your 
medical expenses, lost wages, and other benefits, just as if you were in 
a car. If you don’t have PIP insurance of your own, the vehicle driver’s PIP 
coverage may apply to your injuries.

Does PIP Cover All My Medical Expenses After an Accident?

PIP covers a wide range of medical expenses, but it may not cover 
everything. The coverage is subject to policy limits, typically starting at 
$10,000. If your medical expenses exceed your PIP limits, you may need 
to rely on your health insurance or pursue a claim against the at-fault 
driver for additional compensation. It’s also important to ensure that 
the treatments are deemed “reasonable and necessary” to avoid denial 
of coverage.

What Happens If My PIP Claim Is Denied?

If your PIP claim is denied, your insurance company should provide a 

reason for the denial. Common reasons include disputes over the neces-
sity of treatment or whether the injury is related to the accident. If you 
believe your claim was wrongfully denied, you can appeal the decision 
and may benefit from consulting an attorney to help you gather evi-
dence and challenge the denial.
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Can I Still Sue the At-Fault Driver If I Use PIP?

Yes, using PIP benefits does not prevent you from filing a lawsuit against 
the at-fault driver. PIP provides immediate coverage for your expenses, but 
if your damages exceed your PIP limits or include non-economic damages 
like pain and suffering, you can pursue additional compensation through 
a personal injury claim against the at-fault driver.

How Long Do I Have to File a PIP Claim?

In Washington State, PIP claims should be filed as soon as possible after 
an accident. PIP benefits are available for up to three years following the 
date of the accident, but delaying your claim could complicate the process 
or lead to denial. It’s essential to report the accident to your insurance 
company promptly and follow their procedures for filing a claim.

What If I Didn’t Know I Waived PIP Coverage?

If you were unaware that you waived PIP coverage, you should request 
written documentation from your insurance company showing that you 
opted out of the coverage. If you believe the waiver was not properly 
communicated or was done in error, you may have grounds to challenge 
it. Consulting with an attorney can help you determine your options and 
possibly reinstate your PIP coverage.
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Does PIP Cover Passengers in My Vehicle?

Yes, PIP coverage extends to passengers in your vehicle who are injured in 
an accident. This includes both family members and non-family members. 
The passengers can receive coverage for medical expenses, lost wages, 
and other PIP benefits under your policy, up to the limits of your coverage.

Can I Increase My PIP Coverage Limits?

Yes, you can opt to purchase higher PIP coverage limits when you buy 
or renew your auto insurance policy. Increasing your coverage can 
provide more extensive protection, especially if you want to ensure that 
you and your passengers are fully covered in the event of a serious 
accident. Discuss your options with your insurance agent to determine 
the best coverage level for your needs.

12.	 Final Considerations and Next Steps

Evaluating Your Coverage Needs

PIP insurance is a crucial component of your auto insurance policy, 
offering broad protection in the event of an accident. To ensure you 
have adequate coverage:

	` Review Your Policy: Check your current coverage levels and 
consider whether higher limits would better meet your needs. 
If you have significant financial responsibilities or a high-
risk driving situation, it may be worth investing in additional 
coverage.

	` Consider Your Family’s Needs: Make sure your PIP coverage 
is sufficient to protect all members of your household, as well 
as any frequent passengers. Consider factors such as  the 
ages and health conditions of your family members, as well 
as any special medical needs they may have.

Evaluating your coverage regularly and adjusting it as your needs 
change is essential for maintaining adequate protection.
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Contact Ron Meyers and Associates

If you have questions about your PIP coverage or need assistance with a 
claim, don’t hesitate to reach out to Ron Meyers and Associates. Our ex-
perienced team is here to provide personalized advice and help you nav-
igate the complexities of insurance and personal injury claims. We offer a 
free initial consultation to discuss your situation and explore your options.

Our goal is to ensure that you have the support and guidance needed 
to make informed decisions about your coverage and recovery. Whether 
you’re filing a claim or exploring your insurance options, we’re here to help 
you every step of the way.

13.	 Additional Resources

Links to Government and Insurance Resources

	` Washington State Office of the Insurance Commissioner

	` Washington State Legislature - RCW 48.22.085: PIP Coverage 
Requirements

Glossary of Key Terms

	` Tort System: A legal system where fault must be established 
before an injured party can recover damages.

	` Subrogation: The process by which an insurance company 
seeks reimbursement from the at-fault party’s insurer after 
paying out a claim.

	` Liability Insurance: Coverage that protects you if you are 
responsible for an accident that causes injury or damage 
to others.

	` Personal Injury Protection (PIP): A type of auto insurance 
coverage that provides benefits for medical expenses, lost 
wages, and other costs related to injuries sustained in a car 
accident, regardless of who is at fault.
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	` No-Fault Insurance: An insurance system where each party’s 
insurance covers their own damages and medical expenses 
regardless of who is at fault in an accident. Washington State 
is not a no-fault state but offers PIP, which functions similarly 
by providing benefits without needing to establish fault.

	` Policy Limits: The maximum amount an insurance company 
will pay for a covered loss under an insurance policy. PIP 
policy limits in Washington typically start at $10,000 for 
medical expenses but can be increased.

	` Deductible: The amount the insured must pay out-of-
pocket before insurance coverage kicks in. PIP in Washington 
typically does not have a deductible, meaning benefits are 
provided from the first dollar of incurred expenses.

	` Exclusion: Specific situations or conditions that are not covered 
by an insurance policy. For example, PIP coverage might 
exclude accidents involving certain vehicles like motorcycles 
or accidents that occur while committing a felony.

	` Claim: A formal request made by an insured to an insurance 
company for coverage or compensation for a loss or event 
covered by the policy.

	` Premium: The amount paid by the policyholder to the 
insurance company for coverage, typically on a monthly, 
quarterly, or annual basis.

	` Coverage: The specific protections and benefits provided 
under an insurance policy, such as medical expenses, lost 
wages, and funeral expenses under a PIP policy.

	` Adjuster: A representative of the insurance company who 
investigates and assesses the damages in a claim to determine 
the amount of compensation the insurer is liable for.

	` Statute of Limitations: The legal time limit within which a 
claim or lawsuit must be filed. In Washington, PIP claims 
should be filed promptly, with benefits available for up to 
three years after the accident.
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	` Underinsured Motorist Coverage (UIM): Insurance that 
provides additional protection if you’re injured in an accident 
with a driver who does not have enough insurance to cover 
your damages.

	` MedPay (Medical Payments Coverage): A type of auto insurance 
that covers medical expenses for the policyholder and 
passengers, regardless of fault. Unlike PIP, MedPay generally 
does not cover lost wages or other non-medical expenses.

	` Waiver: A written agreement where the policyholder vol-
untarily gives up certain coverage, such as PIP. A waiver 
must be explicitly signed and agreed upon to be valid.

Guides and Checklists

	` PIP Claim Checklist: A PDF to help you organize and man-
age your PIP claim.

	` Accident Documentation Guide: Tips and a checklist for 
gathering information and evidence after an accident.
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PIP Claim Checklist
This checklist is designed to help you organize and manage your Personal Injury 
Protection (PIP) claim efficiently. Following these steps can ensure that you receive 
the benefits you are entitled to under your PIP coverage.

�	 Immediataely After the Accident

	� Seek Medical Attention:

	s Obtain medical care as soon as possible, even if injuries seem minor.

	s Keep records of all medical visits, treatments, and prescribed medications.

	� Notify Your Insurance Company:

	s Contact your insurance provider to report the accident.

	s Provide your policy number, details of the accident, and intent to file a PIP claim.

	� Obtain a Police Report:

	s Request a copy of the police report for the accident, if applicable.

	s Ensure all details in the report are accurate.

�	 Documentation

	� Medical Records:

	s Collect all medical records, including doctor’s notes, hospital bills, treatment 
plans, and receipts for prescription medications.

	s Document any ongoing treatment such as physical therapy or counseling.

	� Lost Wages:

	s Gather documentation from your employer verifying your lost wages due 
to injury.

	s Include statements of your regular wages, missed work days, and any 
disability forms.

	� Other Expenses:

	s Keep receipts for any additional expenses covered by PIP, such as childcare, 
housekeeping, or transportation services due to the accident.

	� Insurance Correspondence:

	s Maintain copies of all correspondence with your insurance company, including 
emails, letters, and notes from phone calls.



�	 Filing the Claim

	� Complete PIP Application:

	s Fill out the PIP claim application provided by your insurance company.

	s Ensure all sections are complete and accurate.

	� Submit Documentation:

	s Attach all necessary documentation, including medical records, wage loss 
verification, and receipts.

	s Submit the claim form and supporting documents to your insurance company by 
the required deadline.

	� Follow Up:

	s Regularly check the status of your claim with your insurance company.

	s Keep notes of all follow-up conversations and document any additional requests 
from the insurer.

�	 Dealing with Denials or Disputes

	� Review the Denial:

	s If your claim is denied, review the explanation provided by the insurance 
company.

	� Gather Additional Evidence:

	s Obtain any additional documentation that may support your claim, such as 
second opinions from medical professionals.

	� Consult an Attorney:

	s If necessary, consult with a personal injury attorney to help appeal the denial 
and ensure your rights are protected.

�	 Final Steps

	� Monitor Your Coverage:

	s Track your PIP benefits usage to avoid exceeding your policy limits.

	� Keep All Records:

	s Retain all records related to your PIP claim for future reference, especially if your 
injuries result in ongoing medical care or if you need to pursue additional legal action.

Note: Timely and accurate submission of all required documents is crucial to the successful processing 
of your PIP claim. Don’t hesitate to seek professional advice if you encounter any issues.
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Accident Documentation Guide
This guide provides tips and a checklist for gathering essential information and 
evidence after an auto accident. Proper documentation is key to supporting 
your insurance claim and protecting your rights.

�	 Immediate Actions at the Scene

	� Ensure Safety:

	s Check yourself and others for injuries.

	s Move to a safe location, if possible, without leaving the scene of the accident.

	� Call Emergency Services:

	s Dial 911 to report the accident and request medical assistance if needed.

	s Wait for police and medical personnel to arrive.

	� Exchange Information:

	s Collect the following details from all drivers involved:

	s Full names and contact information.

	s Driver’s license numbers.

	s Vehicle make, model, color, and license plate number.

	s Insurance company names and policy numbers.

�	 Documenting the Scene

	� Take Photographs:

	s Capture images of the vehicles involved from multiple angles.

	s Photograph the surrounding area, including skid marks, road conditions, and 
traffic signs.

	s Document any visible injuries.

	� Witness Information:

	s Obtain names and contact details of any witnesses to the accident.

	s Ask witnesses for their account of the accident, if possible.

	� Police Report:

	s Request the officer’s name, badge number, and the report number.

	s Make sure your account of the accident is included in the police report.



�	 Medical Documentation

	s Seek Immediate Medical Attention:

	s Even if injuries appear minor, get checked by a healthcare professional.

	s Follow all medical advice and treatment plans.

	� Maintain Medical Records:

	s Keep detailed records of all treatments, doctor visits, and prescribed 
medications.

	s Retain copies of bills, treatment summaries, and any referrals for further care.

�	 Additional Documentation

	� Personal Notes:

	s Write a detailed account of the accident, including the events leading up to it 
and your actions during and after the incident.

	s Note any conversations with the other driver(s), witnesses, and law enforcement.

	� Insurance Communication:

	s Document all interactions with your insurance company, including the names 
of representatives and details of conversations.

	s Save copies of all written communications.

�	 Follow-Up Actions

	� Monitor Symptoms:

	s Keep a daily log of any symptoms or pain that develops after the accident.

	s Report any new or worsening symptoms to your healthcare provider promptly.

	� Repair Estimates:

	s Obtain written estimates for vehicle repairs from certified mechanics or body 
shops.

	s If your vehicle is totaled, retain documentation for the valuation and settlement.

	� Consult Legal Assistance:

	s If the accident involves significant injuries or disputes over fault, consider 
consulting with a personal injury attorney.

	s An attorney can help protect your rights and ensure you receive fair 
compensation.

Note: Properly documenting the accident and related details will strengthen your insurance claim 
and help in any legal proceedings. It’s important to gather as much information as possible to 
support your case.




